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New Jersey

@he Star-Zebdger

TUESDAY, JULY 14, 1998

Clearer skyways above, less noise helow

FAA beginning multi-year reworking of nation’s airspace in N.Y.-Newark region
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STAR-LEOGLR STRFF sgler — and to reduce noise
i e below — the Federal Aviation Ad-
tninistration will embark on pet-
haps the most ambitious rejigger-
ing of the natian’s airspare since
the dawn of commercial flight.

1t all begins with a makeover
of the New York-New Jersey
area'’s crowded airspace. and offi-
cials hape the new routes will still
be good decades from now, when
planes will {Iy at speeds barely
imaginable today.

“Sometime in the mxt cen-

Every 68 seconds, a plane
takes nff or lands at Newark Ia-
ternational Aicport.

That pace seems pretly im-
pressive - rxcept that Newark
stilt bas the worst record of de-
laged Mighls among major wir-
peris in the nation. Nearby, La
Guardia [nternational Atrporl
ranks second while John F. Ken-
nedy International canks eighth.
LTnday_ in an effort 1o make

New York to Tokye within an
hour-and-a-half,” said John
Walker. an FAA projeet manager
in Washington who will oversee
e proicct. “We want to plan
naw fur these types of activities
s0 we have a safe airspace struc.
ture that can handle anything
that is thrown at us."

The stratospheric traffic jam
pnnishes mpre than edgy passen-
gers. 11 forces planes to circle,
hitting airlints wilth approxi-
mately $100 millipn in sdditional

and bedevibng nearby residents
with noise.

The redesign. beginning with
the heavily traveled New York-
New Jersey metropolitan area, is
expected Lo draw on advances in
computer software and satellite
tracking Lo alter routes across
the continental United States,
Lhe Canbbean Sea and the Pa-
cific and Atlantic oceans.

Other strategies include giv-
ing Mighl crows gredter autonomy
Lo plan their roules and rerouting

based on the day's trafTic fiow.

“We will look to see, for ex-
ample, if Kenoedy has little traf-
fic at one point In the day. per-
haps Kermedy’s routes could be
used by Newark or LaGuardia,”
Walker said.

Avigtion experts say the re-
design of the New York-New Jer-
sey airspace could take three o
five years, with some adjust-
ments coming later.
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Summary and Conclusions

» Operational results are promising

-  Without major changes in airport capacity (e.g., new runways), we will
not see huge delay reductions or throughput increases

+ Airspace improvements will provide operational improvement

» |Increasing departure headings and maximum use of available
runways will result in increases of 1-3 operations per hour

+ These improvements will have noise impacts
- Several mitigation techniques are under consideration

« Ocean Routing does not meet the purpose and need of the project

» Integration of the terminal and en route airspace is crucial to
achieving efficiencies

Overview of NY/NJ/PHL Metro Redesign N Federal Aviation

F.
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Moise Increases Resulting In Color
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